GASPE OF YESTERDAY

MORE TALES OF SHIPWRECK

I I I I

Recalling the fate of the schooners
"CAROLINE", Archibald MeNair, llaster,
and "CHERUB", John Magray, Naster,

and of the brig, "BELLERCPHEN", John
Vibert, Master, as recounted under

oath in PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF DECLARATION
AND PROTEST before the Gaspesian lNotary
and Sheriff, Martin Sheppard.(1800-1884)

Ken Annett
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it was decided to seek shelter at Zic - the "CARCLINE"

found good anchorage there in five fathoms of water in the lee of

il

Zic Island

By the evening of llovember 22nd.,
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"CAROLINE" continued to drive from her anchorage.
to stand out to sea under close reefed foresail.

terrible memory the "CAROLINE" sailed into the

storm - wind at gale force, heavy seas and a continuing fall of
snow. Visibility was zero. Though the crew hove the lead constantly
they were unable to get soundings that might have helped to fix

their position.
SEIPWRECK
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a reef that extended out Trom shore for a quarter of 2 mile

The high seas forced the schooner sver the reef ‘wmto oaglleower
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In imminent peril of their lives the crew of the "TARCLITZ
succeeded in reaching shore. They found themselved stranded on
a rocky, barren coast, seemingly destitute of inhabitants or
nabitation. 7et, cold and miserable they set to work to erect
a shelter with lumber from the wreck and to collect there
such cargo *hat washed ashore. The vessel's carpenter, James
v cKenzie, and two members of the crew remained there at the
wreck site through that winter to guard the salvaged cargo.

RETURN HONE

Captain Archibald liclair and the other members of the crew
of the "CARCLIIE" eventually obtained passage to Riviere-du-Loup
on the Pilot Schooner "SWALLCW". From there they walked overland
to llew Richmond at a season of the vear when travel was most
unfavourable. Having endured great hardship they finally reached
New Richmond on December 3Cth.

The witnesses to the deposition of Archibald and Nathaniel MeNair

and Thomas Johnston were Hugh lontgomery and !Michael Ferguson.



1HE SCEGUIER "CHESUR"
Cn the morning of July 10th.,1831, the schooner "THZIRUEY,
59 tonsg, of Yarmouth. oS4, lay a2t anchor off Little “iver on
the coast of Iay Chaleur. Ier laster, Captain John ilagray, and
his crew, in lUdlnb Joseph Turkee, llate and Ceamen lichard lckerly

and Levi Rogers had been coastinz in Jay Chaleur cince June 13th.,

engaged in trade and traffiec. Iy July 10tk the "CEERUB'S™ carzo had

been greatly lightened tut <re precaution was taken to put out

ner test bower znchor and cable for anchorare off Tittle iver,
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During the morning of July 1Cth., the wind rose to gale force
from the Zouth-Zast with thick, hazy weather and rain. Ty noon a
heavy sea was running on shore. The crew of the "CHERUBR" put out
another anchor and a cable of long scope. 7or a time the schooner
rode safely in the face of the mounting storm.

By noon of July 1l1th., "...there came on a gale of uncommon
violence from the South-Zast, increasing to a perfect hurricane..."
About 8:CC P.l. the ~nchor cables trcke and the schooner hegan
to drive towards shore. The crew got the vessel underway with double-

reefed sail, hoping to reach shelter and safe harbour at Newport.
ISASTER

Hopes were dashed when the "CHERUE" struck violently on a sunken
sand bar off Pabos - some 400 yards from shore. An attempt to
anchor failed - the sea broke with great violence over the schooner
causing her to strain and take in water along one side, which bulged
and opened. Pounded by the seas the "CHERUE" canted over and her
remaining cargo began to wash shoreward. The crew cut away her masts
and at the peril of their lives made their way to shore.

AFTER THE STORM

7hen the storm abated Captain John ilagray had the wre

ck
vessel examined by the Gaspesian ilaster ariners and Shipowners,




Captains John 7ibart and John Hannon and the
co

n and the Chipwrizht, Iszaac
zdward an. Their reidered opinion was that the "7TIUIIRUD" could
never te gZot off or rapaired.

sitnesses to the official deposition of the llaster and
.the " (1"1ﬁ"'|1""c"

crew of
HRUE" were Thomas iorris

and .atthew Caldwell.
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The €5 ton "DILLIRCPHEN" was descrited by her .aster, Captain
John Vibert, llaster i.ariner, as a Erigantin Echooner or trig.
Cn liovember 2lst., 1832, the "TZLLERCOPEEN" was +o be found zat
e

Cape Despair, IZay Chal
o)

ur, loading the last of a cargo of dry
or cured codfish and i

for delivery 2t Cork, Ireland. The
completion of loading had to be abandoned when there rose =z
wind from the North-Zast, increasings to gale force, together

with heavy sea.

Captain 7itert decided %c run hefore the rising storm and
seek shelter at Paspebiac. Iy evening the "TILLITOFEZEN" found

.l

anchorage at Paspebiac in five fathoms of water.

THE STORM DEEPE!NS

By the morning of November 22nd., the gale had increased to
hurricaine force and snow was falling. The strain on the anchor
cable of the "DILLIRCPHEN" became so severe that the windlass
was wrenched from its base. The cable was then fastened to the
foremast but at 9:00 P.lM., a particularly strong surge broke the
cable and brought down the foretop mast. Captain Vitert then
made sail enough to clear the points of llew Carlisle and the
"BELLEROPHEN" was swept out into Zay Chaleur in driving snow
and mountainous seas.

On Wednesday, November 23rd., in high winds and dreadful seas,
the "EELLZROPHEN" struck a reef of rocks near Creen Island. The
shock unshipped the rudder and damaged the stern of the vessel.
The masts and rigging were cut and let go - then the seas lifted
the wreck over the first reef and it stranded nearer shore,.
Soaked and stiffened with cold the crew succeeded in reaching

the mainland. The "RELLEROPHEN" and its valuable cargo were a
total loss.
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The deposition on the loss of the "TILLZR

by Captain John Vibert and Fh
his crew,.

The witnesses were the lerchants,

and “rancic ilauger of [lal Tay.
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